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Den ſaid Thomas, which 7 call 


Me tay unto his fellow-d; iſciples, 


Let us alſo go, that we may die 
with him. 


UCH was the language of an apdile- 
on the death of a friend. And ſuch 
may have been the language of ſome 
now preſent on this ſad occaſion — A fad 
occaſion indeed ! For what fight ſo moving, 
as that of a diſconſolate widow, with a long 
train of helpleſs children, pouring out their 3 
tears over the remains. of an indulgent huſ-— 
band and tender parent—a numerous people 
lamenting the loſs of their affectionate and 
faithful miniſter — and many beſides, ex- 
preſſing by their countenances the grief they | 
feel, for being thus ſuddenly deprived of a 
dear relation, and an amiable friend? It is, 
I fay, a peculiarly mournful providence. Yet, 
mournful as it is, it may be improved, with 
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the bleſſing of God, to our real advantlhe. 


That I may aſſiſt your ſorrows to that end, 


let me lead you 1 into a conſideration of the 
words juſt read. DS : 
Tux ſtory to which they refer, is one of. 
the moſt affecting narratives we meet with in 
the New Teſtament. And though it is not 
to our immediate purpoſe, to dwell on all the 
particulars of it; yet it is ſo extraordinary, 
that I can hardly be excuſed giving you a ge- 
neral view of the whole. And the rather, as 
our Saviour himſelf declares in the preceding 
_ verſe, that what he did on this occaſion, was 
with intent to prove the divinity of his 
miſſion. 
LAZARUS, a perſon of conſiderable emi- 


nence, and a very intimate friend and diſciple _ 


of Chriſt, it ſeems fell ſick, / His ſiſters Martha 
and Mary, who had a moſt tender affection for 
| him, and lived in reateſt harmony with 
each other, immediately diſpatched a meſ- 
ſenger to Jeſus, ſaying, * Behold, Lord, he 
95 whom thou loveſt is ſick *,” They were in 
hopes that he would inflancly come to their 

| houſe, and had no doubt but that at his 

word, their brother would be at once reſtored 
| to his former health. 
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Ov Saviour was at this time at a conſi- 


derable diſtance. For Bethany, the village 
where Lazarus lived, was near Jeruſalem, and 
be was now beyond Jordan, in the place 
where John baptized*. But upon receiving 


the meſſage, inſtead of haſtening away as they 
expected, he reſolves to abide where he was 


two days longer; fignifying to thoſe about 


him, ** that this ſickneſs was not unto death,” 


that is, to the utter loſs of life, © but for the 


e glory of God, that the ſon of God might 

« be glorified thereby. A great diſappoint- 
ment doubtleſs this was to the two afflicted 
fiſters, who were weeping by the dying bed 
of their dear brother. What joy would it 


have given them, to ſee the face of ſo able and 


compaſſionate a phyſician as Jeſus! But ah! 


in vain do they expect him, Their tears and 


prayers avail nothing at preſent, Lazarus 
languiſhes — expires in their embraces. 


Our Lord knowing he was dead, imme- 
diately ſets out on his journey to Bethany *, 
When he gets near the place, Martha hearing 


the news of his approach, inſtantly runs to 
meet him; and overwhelmed with grief, ad- 
dreſſes him in theſe fad and ſorrowful words, 


d ſohn x. 40. c Chap. xi. 6. 19G Ver. 4. Ver. 7 
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* Lord, if thou hadſt been here, my brother 


 * had not died'%, Why, O why didſt thou 


* not pity us in our diſtreſs, and come, ere it 
* was too late, to our relief! ? ſo had all this 
* miſery we now endure been prevented.” But 


recovering herſelf from this haſty expreſſion, _ 


which ſeemed to carry in it ſome reflection on 


our Saviour's compaſſion, ſhe immediately 
adds, © I know that even now, whatſoever 


« thou wilt aſk of God, God will give it 


ee thee®.” Some gleam of hope ſeemed to 


ariſe in her breaſt, that Chriſt might even yet 
ſome way extricate them out of their trouble. 


- He anſwers, affected doubtleſs with her ex- 


treme diſtreſs, © Thy brother ſhall riſe again.” 
« Yes, Lord, ſays ſhe, I know that he ſhall 
te riſe again in the reſurrection of the laſt 


b day*, But ah! that will be a long time 


* yet, — True, replies he, but I am the re- 


e ſyrretion and the life: he that believeth in 
* me, though he were dead, yet ſhall he live. 
* And whoſoever liveta and believeth in 

me, ſhall never die, Believeſt thou this? 


* Yea, Lord, fays ſhe, I believe that thou 
* art the Chriſt, the Son of God, which 


* ſhould come into the world i.“ What an 


John xi. 21, 8 Ver. 22. Þ Ver. 23, 24. I Ver. 25, 


2b, 27. 
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an illuſtrious expreſſion of faith was this, 3 
eſpecially conſidering her preſent circum- 
ſtances of grief and ſorrow, and her diſap- 

; pointment at our Saviour's having refuſed to 
come, when her brother lay ill! 

Upon this ſhe hurries back to the houſe, 
beckons her ſiſter Mary out of the room, 

-where her friends ſat with her condoling her 
loſs, and tells her that © the Maſter was come, 

* and called for her.” Mary filently quits the 
houſe, and flies to Chriſt, her friends ſup- 
poſing ſhe was gone to the grave, to weep | 
there, And being come, ſhe falls down at 
his feet, and addreſſes him in the ſame paſ- | 
ſionate language her ſiſter had uſed, and 
which exceſſive grief naturally prompted— -4 
What a moving ſcene was this! No wonder > 
that thoſe who ſtood around could not for- 7 
bear weeping. Nay, ſuch was the effect on 

Jeſus himſelf, that he eompaſſionately mingled 
his tears with theirs; inſomuch that the Jews 
ſaid among themſelves, © Behold, how he 
loved him“. Our Lord makes no direct 
anſwer to Mary, but aſks where they had laid 

the body. And being come to the ſepulchre, 
he commands the ſtone to be rolled away 
from the mouth of it. Which done, be lifts 
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up his eyes to heaven, and fays, «F ather, I | 


thank thee that thou haſt heard me. And 


« T knew that thou heareſt me always: but 


e becauſe of the people which ſtand by I faid 
«-jt, that they might believe that thou haſt 
«ſent me * he had thus ſpoken, he 


cries with a loud v 


ice — a voice which will 
another day reach the remoteſt part of the 
earth, and to which all nature ſhall be obe- 


dient LAZ AR US COME FORTH ”. Lazarus, 


quickened by that almighty word, ROT 
comes forth and lives, 

WHAT an amazing diſplay of omnipotence 
was here! Who that ſaw it could reſiſt the 
evidence of his miſſion, or forbear falling 


down and worſhipping the Son of God ? 


What a ſtriking emblem was this of that 


divine energy, which gives life to a ſinner dead 


in treſpaſſes and fins! What a lively repre- 
ſentation of the reſurrection of the dying in- 
tereſts of religion in future times! And what 
an aſſured pledge of that miraculous power, 


which ſhall be exerted in raiſing our dead © | 


bodies at the laſt day! Thus hath the Sa- 


viour proved himſelf the Son of God, by a 
kind of teſtimony the moſt clear and con- 
vincing in itſelf, and which was admjrably 4 


1 x. Jt, 43, +® Ver. 43. 


ſuited 4 
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5 ſuited to the dignity of his own character, 
and the importance of the errand on which 
he came, Thus hath he challenged our 
firmeſt faith in his doQrine and grace. And 
thus hath he kindled in our breaſts the moſt 
chearful hope of all the great bleflings pro- 
miſed us in another world. But to return — 
LAZ ARus lives. And who can deſcribe the 
ſurprize, the joy, the gratitude, which his ſiſters 
and friends feel on this ſtrange occaſion ? 
Him they receive again into their embraces, _ 
of whom they had the other day taken their 
| final farewell. Him they again converſe with, 
whom they juſt now thought they ſhould no 
more behold till the day of the reſurrection. 
How do they congratulate each other on this 
happy event! cad; ſtrive which ſhall offer the 
higheſt praiſes to the Saviour, the God ma- 
nifeſt in the fleſh !—Such then was the falva- 
tion they received. 
Bur ſuch miraculous appearances we are not 
now to expect. Our departed friends are not 
"Sthus to be reſtored to us again. It were pre- 
ſumptuous to wiſh it. Nor have we any occa- 
ſion for ſuch atteſtations as theſe to the truth. 
Yet the fame Jeſus ſtill lives; ſtill exerciſes a | 
tender compaſſion for the mourning relatives of ß 9 
his dear nen ; and ſtill aſſures them that | 
— 55 8 hey wy 
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ce they who ſleep in Jeſus, God will another a 
i — bring with him". 


Bor it is time * now look back to that 
part of the ſtory, with which the text ſtands 
immediately connected. Our Saviour, you 
remember, upon receiving the meſſage from 
Martha and Mary, that their brother Lazarus 
was ſick, reſolved to tarry where he was for 
i a few days. At the cloſe of which time, 
1 ſignifying his intention to go again into Ju- 


near) that © their friend Lazarus ſlept, and 
ce he mult needs go to awake him out of his 
i ee ſleep, Lord, ſay they, if he ſleep he ſhall 
[| « do well. No but, replies he in plain 
j terms, he is dead: and I am glad for your 
| „ ſakes, that I was not there (to the intent 
« ye may believe) nevertheleſs let us go 
eto him. Then ſaid Thomas, which is 
called Didymus (that is, in the Hebrew | 
9 « Thomas, and Didymus in the Greek) to 
| | ce his fellow-diſciples, Let us alſo go, that we 
} | 5 may die with him.“ | 


" 1 Theſſ. iv. 14. John xi, 1116. 
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k dea, his diſciples vehemently diſſwaded him 

1 from it, through fear of the Jews. But he 
| tells them (ſuch was his exact knowledge of 
L | events which happened at a diſtance as well as 


n 
Covgtos try would here naturally lead us 
to inquire particularly into the character of 
Thomas. But we can collect very little con- 
cerning him from the ſacred writings. He 
Was a good man, a fincere and faithful dif- 
ciple of Chriſt, and one of the twelve apoſtles. 
The moſt remarkable circumſtance related of 
him, is his incredulity on occaſion of our 
Saviour's reſurrection from the dead; and 
which is the more aſtoniſhing, as it is pro- 
bable he was an immediate witneſs of this 
miracle, of which we have been ſpeaking. It 
ſhould ſeem alſo from the language of the 
text, uttered it is likely with great vehe- 
mence and affection, that he was a man of 
| ſtrong paſſions, and of very tender feelings. 
Son are of opinion that he had Chriſt in. 
view, and meant going and dying with him. 
For the diſciples had juſt before been diſ- 
ſwading him from going up to Jeruſalem, for 
fear of the Jews. And if this were the ſenſe 
of the words, they might be conſidered as the 
language either of peeviſhneſs and diſcon- 
tent — © If he will go and die, we may een 
«ag well go and die with him: or rather, 
of tenderneſs and love — © How can we bear 
* the thought of parting with our Maſter ? 
What comfort ſhall we have of our lives, 
| VV ** when | 


[ 10 ] 


« when he is gone? No. We will follow 


« thee, Lord, even unto death. Where thou 
« goeſt, we will go; where thou lodgeſt, we 


will lodge; where thou dieſt, we will die, 


and there will we be buried: nought but 
* death ſhall part thee and us.. 
Bur though I make no doubt this was the 


temper of the diſciples towards Chriſt ; yet I 


think it is moſt natural to conclude from the 
connection of the words, that Thomas had 
his friend Lazarus in view. © Lazarus is dead, 


« ſays Chriſt, nevertheleſs let us go to him. 


« Ves, ſays Thomas, we will go and die with 
ce him.”” How moving the expreſſion ! And 


when taken in its utmoſt latitude, how full of 
the moſt uſeful and important inſtruction ! 


 ConsIDERING the text in this light, it will 
be my buſineſs to collect as nearly as poſſible 
the ſenſe of the words, and the temper in 


which we may reaſonably ſuppoſe they were 


ſpoke; and to improve them as we go along | 


to our own uſe. 


Now the meds will admit of Either a good, 


or a bad interpretation: that is, they may be 


conſidered as ſpoke in a peeviſh haſty manner, 


and under the influence of immoderate paſ- 


ſion; or elſe in a ſerious ſpiritual neavenly 


P Ruth i, 16, 7. 
temper 


$7 : 3 

temper of mind, and as became a good man 
and a Chriſtian, The latter I ſhould cha- 
ritably ſuppoſe was the caſe, And yet I think 
it is very imaginable, that with all this affec- 
tion which Thomas expreſſes for his friend 
Lazarus, and with all his eager deſire of a 
better world, there was a mixture of imper- 
fection, weakneſs and ſin. The operations 
of the human mind are very quick, ſubtle 
and complex. So that the juſteſt ſentiments 
may be clouded with a degree of error, and 
the pureſt affections be adulterated with a 
tincture of irregular paſſion. How far there- 
fore this language of his was commendable, 
and how far it was deſerving of cenſure, I 
. ſhall endeavor to ſhew, while I am laying 
before you the ſeveral ſentiments, which the 

words ſeem naturally to ſuggeſt, 


I. Tuky may be conſidered as a lively and 
paſſionate expreſſion of his friendſhip for La- 
zarus, and of the grief be felt for his death, 
Lazarus is dead. The los 1s exceeding 
* great, How ſhall we bear up under this 
ce ſevere ſtroke of providence? Let us 89 and 
66 die with him.” 

Now the ſorrow he endured on this occa- 
ſion, ſo far as it was held under the reſtraints 
of reaſon and religion, was natural, innocent, 


C2 Poe and 
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| and I may add commendable, Lazarus was 

# a good man, beloved of Chriſt, endowed with 
many amiable qualities, and it ſhould ſeem 
from ſome hints concerning him, a perſon of 
conſiderable influence and uſefulneſs. Our 
Saviour and his diſciples had often been en- 
tertained at his houſe, they had enjoyed great 
pleaſure in his converſation, and had main- 
tained an jntimate and cordial friendſhip with 
him, He had been a uſeful member of ſo- 
ciety, had done much good in his neighbour- 
hood, and bore an extraordinary character 
among his acquaintance, Was it therefore to 
be wondered, that ſuch a man as Thomas, 
in whoſe breaſt the tender feelings of huma- 
nity were united with the generous ſenti- 

ments of friendſhip; ſhould be deeply affected 
with the ſad news of the death of one he ſo 
dearly loved? To have ſuppreſſed all grief, 
would have been to counteract the principles 
both of reaſon and religion. And could that 
be right? Nature muſt, nature will have 
its courſe — Ah! we ſhall ſee his face no 
more no more enjoy his ſociety — no 
© more profit by his diſcourſe — no more 
te be bleſſed with his prayers, his counſels, 
Fe his reproofs. His ſiſters will be over- 
60 whelmed with ſorrow. His friends, his 
| 3 * reigh 


LA 


9 « neighbors, all that knew him will join in 
« the lamentation.” Such reflections could 
ſcarce be made without a deep ſigh; and if 
they would not juſtify, they might however 


_ excuſe the wiſh that followed, Let me go 


« and die with him. Iam diſtreſſed Roles, Te 
* my brother Lazarus, very pleaſant haſt thou 


been unto me. We were one in life. O 
© that we had not been divided in death!“ 
TRE are no principles fo favorable to 
true friendſhip, and which tend ſo much to 
_ refine and improve it, as thoſe of virtue and 
religion. Friendſhips thus formed are the 
moſt beneficial, endearing, and durable. And 


as the loſs of friends may very well be num- 


bred among the moſt painful afflictions of the 

preſent life; ſo it would be ſtrange, if religion, 
Which bath an aſpect thus favorable to friend- 
ſhip, did at all diſcountenance ſorrow on theſe 


occaſions. An affected inſenſibility to any 


kind of trouble, is far from being commend- 
able. It is unworthy of a man, much more 


of a Chriſtian. There is a degree of impiety, 
I was going to ſay, of atheiſm in it. For if 


there be © no evil in the city, but God hath 


done it;“ to ſeem not to feel it, is to de- 


ny that he hath any concern in it, or however 
” - ' O , | 


2 2 Sam. i. 23, 25. Amos iii. 6. 
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FF do treat his influence in ſuch diſpenſations, 
with an indifference which is very indecent * 
"8 and unbecoming. My ſon, deſpiſe not 
« thou the chaſtening of the Lord.“ As 
i therefore ſorrow for the death of our friends is 
. in itſelf natural and reaſonable, and is a tribute 
we owe to their memory; ſo it is an expreſſion 
of regard due to the providence of God, Who 
ſees fit thus to chaſten and afflict us. Chrift 
himſelf wept, and he allows his people to 
1 weep, and to expreſs their grief to each other, 
\ on ſuch mournful occaſions as theſe. 

On the contrary, there is ſuch a thing as 
exceſs of ſorrow. This frequently happens. 
And it is not improbable but it might be the 
caſe here, The good man's paſſions might 
be wrought up too high. And if fo, his with- 
ing to die with Lazarus was worthy of cen- 

ſure, as it argued an immoderate affection to 
this friend, to the excluſion of a due regard to 
others; and as it betrayed impatience, and the 
want of a becoming ſubmiſſion to the will of 
1 God. Though Lazarus was removed, he had 
bother friends left. And though he had been 
bereaved of them all, could he forget that 
ö God {till lived ; and that therefore it became 
=- him to acquieſce in his pleaſure, and to re- 


+ Heb. zii. 5. 
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ſtrain his paſſions from having ſo far the 
maſtery over him, as totally to unfit him for 
the enjoyments and duties of life? Nay, one 
would have thought, the conſideration that 
Chriſt was ſtill here on earth, ſhould have 
contributed not a little to produce this effect. 
So far therefore as his grief was immoderate, 
it was ſinful. And Wen we ſhould learn, be 
our affliction what it may, to take heed that 
we do not throw the reins upon the neck of 
our impetuous paſſions, and abandon ourſelves 

to ſorrow ; Teſt we thereby offend God, and 
eſſentially 1 injure ourſelves, 


II. Tur language of the text may be ex- 
preſſive of 4 happy ind! ference 40 the preſent 
world, and a chearful readineſs to leave 1t— 
; A high and noble attainment this ! 
Every good man muſt needs be ſenſible of 
the vanity of the world. It is a leſſon which 
obſervation as well as religion teaches. How 
trifling, how uncertain, how unſatisfying are 
all the enjoyments of time and ſenſe! Look | 
around you and ſay, you who poſſeſs a well- 
grounded hope of a future happy immortality, 
what is there here that is worth living for, ex- 
cepting the comforts of religion, the ſatisfac- 
tions of friendſhip, and the proſpect of being 
uſeful? Is the tranſient pleaſure that ariſes 
DR from 


n 


from the gratification of the ſenſes, from the 


poſſeſſion of increaſing wealth, or from tlie 
vain applauſe of men, an adequate compen- 
ſation for all that anxiety, labor, ſatiety, and 


many times painful reflection, which attends 


the purſuit and the acquiſition of theſe objects? 
A Heathen, impreſſed with theſe conſidera- 
tions, could ſay, ſpeaking of death, When 
« thou art ſet out on thy journey, do not with 
ec to turn back again.“ What reaſon, what 
ſaperior reaſon hath a Chriſtian, to approve— 
to applaud ſuch advice! How ſtrange then 
that a ſoul formed for eternity, and which 1s 
quickly to enter upon that unchangeable ſtate 


of exiſtence, ſhould fondly careſs the objects 


of ſenſe, and with eagerneſs cry out at the ap- 
prehenſion of its departure hence, I will nor, 


I cannot leave you! But ſtrange as it is, this is 


a temper which very generally prevails, and in 


a degree among Chriſtians themſelves, And 


to what 1s it owing, but to the want of a livel 


ſenſe of this great truth, which obſervation and 
experience clearly teach? For however ready 
we are in common to acknowledge the vanity 


of the world, it does but rarely ſtrike our 
imagination, I ſhould fay our conſciences, 


in ſuch a manner as to produce any ſolid 
effect. 8 


Now 


„ 
Now afflictions, not to ſpeak here of the 
firm faith of a future ſtate, have an immedi- 
ate and direct tendency, with the bleſſing of 
God, to fix upon our hearts a practical ſenſe © 
of the vanity of the world, and to beget in us 
indifference to it. For this purpoſe therefore 
among others, God is pleaſed to exerciſe us 
with afflictions. And there are, perhaps, none 
better fitted to produce this effect on the minds 
of Chriſtians, than the loſs of good men. 
Theſe are the ſalt of the earth, the light of 
the world, the friends of mankind, and the 
greateſt bleſſings to ſociety. The enjoyment 
of their friendſhip and converſation, and the i 
proſpe& of being inſtruments with them of | 
promoting the good of our fellow- creatures, "Mi 
are the beſt commendations of life, and the 
nobleſt inducements to a chearful continuance 
here. Can it be wondered then, that the re- 
moval of ſuch perſons ſhould, in proportion 
to our apprehenſion of their uſefulneſs, and the 
affection we have felt for them, awaken that LL, 
ſenſe of the vanity of the world, which was * | 
almoſt expiring in our breaſts; weaken, if not | 
diffolve our attachments to preſent things; and | 


* a 


make us willing to quit the ſtage of life, and 
be gone? Surely a good man may be allowed 
to fay, en while under the immediate — 
Js D im- | 
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TE 
impreſſion of ſuch a providence, © Let me go 
and die with my friend. The world now 
« appears leſs amiable in my view than it 
e ever did. I have loſt that eager guſt I b 

had fer its delights and pleaſures. am 


Ev 


40 content to bid them all adieu. Yea, I 


c 


would gladly be gone, ſo I may but enjoy 
% communion with my God, and with the 


0 ſpirits of juſt men made perfect in a better 


« ſtate.” Nay, I may venture to affirm, that 


ſuch language, when the effect of deliberate 


conſideration, as I have no doubt it is in ſome 
inſtances, is not only to be juſtified, but is 
highly commendable. The temper it breathes 
is a truly noble attainment ! an acquiſition in- 
finitely to be preferred before the poſſeſſion of 
the brighteſt crown, the faireſt kingdom on 


earth! „I have a deſire to depart, ſaid the 
G8 poſtle, and to be with Chriſt, which i is far 


« better.“ 
Bur here alſo I muſt ed as under the 


former head, that there is danger of running 


into the oppoſite extreme. Nor is it impro- 


bable that Thomas was in this reſpect ſome- 


what blame - worthy. Perhaps the news of the 
death of Lazarus might put him too much 


out of humor with the poems life. Let 


t Philip. i. 23. 
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e me go and die with him. My enjoyments 
in this world are now at an end. I expect 
* no more comfort this fide the grave. I am 
« weary of life, its buſineſs and its ſufferings. 
ce J had rather therefore die, and with my 
e friend Lazarus be interred in the filent tomb. 
There the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and 
ce there the weary are at reſt,””* So the Pro- 
phet Jonah, diſpleaſed with the conduct of 
Providence, impatiently wiſhes for death, fay- 
ing, © It is better for me to die than to live.“ 
But this is an unbecoming temper. Your indifz 
ference to the world, I ſpeak to thoſe who 
thus peeviſhly quarrel with Providence, will 
not juſtify ſuch indecent reflections as theſe 
upon the preſent life. Though the houſe of 
_ your pilgrimage here on earth, is mean and 


* 


contemptible in compariſon of that fair man- | 


fion, which Chriſt hath prepared for you in 
heaven; yet it is not without its conveniencies 
and accommodations. Though your diſap- 
pointments and afflictions are numerous; yet 
a merciful God fails not to mingle many com- 
forts and joys with them. And whatever 
reaſon you may have, under ſome particular 
circumſtances eſpecially, to be diſſatisfied with 
the world; yet it is your indiſpenſable duty, to 
v Job iii. 17. * Jonah iv. 8. 
D 2 e wait 


E 
« wait patiently all the days of your appointed 
© time till your change cometh. A ſtriking 
example we have of this chearful concur- 
rence with the will of God, in the apoſtle 
Paul, who though he could not but wiſh to 
depart and be with Chriſt, as he well knew 
that would be infinitely to his advantage; yet 
was content to abide in the fleſh, for the 
purpoſes of God's glory and the good of his 
church. And indeed upon this principle, the 
Chriſtian whoſe temper and views are the 
moſt ſublime and elevated, ought not to ac- 
count his life long and tedious, even though 
it were protracted to the age of Methuſelah. 


Again, 


III. Ir we conſider the words as a deli- 
berate ſentiment of the mind; they are farther 
expreſſive of an admirable ſerenity and com- 
poſure of temper, at the thought of Ks 8 
Let me go and die.“ | 
Ax ſpeaks of this great change with the like | 
calmneſs and indifference, that another would 


ofundreſſing himſelf, and going to reſt, Ohap- 


py man] To him, it ſeems as if death had loſt 
all his terrors, and had aſſumed a mild and gentle 
aſpect. He could welcome the laſt enemy 


4 Job l \ Philip. ! i. 24. 


as 


E 
as his friend, or however offer him the ſame 
challenge a fellow apoſtle afterwards did, 


O death where is thy ſting? O grave where 
« is thy victory?” Nor is this temper pe- 


culiar to Thomas. It is attainable by us, upon 
the principles of the goſpel, and actually hath 


been attained by many Chriſtians. 


IX is true, we none of us know what it is 


to die, having never yet made the experi- 
ment ourſelves, nor ever converſed with thoſe 
that have. And our want of a preciſe idea 


of death, is a circumſtance that may perhaps 


contribute to heighten our dread of it. Yet 
we are ſure it is a very important and awful 


event. It is the grand criſis of nature; the 


diſſolution of that ſecret band, which holds 
ſoul and body together. The pangs of it, as 


may be gathered from external appearances, 


are often very diſtreſſing ; and the ſolemnities 
that attend it, uſually ſtrike horror into the 
minds of beholders. It is the king of ter- 


rors. It ſtands foremoſt in the liſt of natural 


evils ; not to ſpeak here of the dread it de- 


rives to the conſcience of ſome, from a ſenſe 
of fin, and the apprehenſion of future puniſh- 


ment, Permit me to deſcribe it in the words 


of an ingenious writer, who thus realizes it 


7 1 Cor. xv. 55, 
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" When I ſhall lie faint and languiſhing upon 
« my dying bed, with my friends all fad 
© about me, and my blood and ſpirits waxing 
*cold and flow within; when I begin to 
* reckon my life, not by the ſtriking of the 
te clock, but by the throbbings of my pulſe, 
«every ſiroke of which beats a ſurrender to 
< the pale conqueror; in this great ebb of 
e nature, when the ſtream of life runs low, 
and the wheel at the ciſtern can hardly 
te turn round its circle, it will then be no 
« pleaſure or comfort to my departing foul to 
© reflect upon the great eſtate J have got, 
© upon the family and name that I have 
« raiſed, or upon the honors and prefer- 
« ments that 1 have gone through: no, my | 
© ſoul will then have a new taſte as well as 
ce my body, and I ſhall need another angel to 
«© ſupport and ſtrengthen me in that great 
and laſt agony.” *——How tremendous is 
death, when thus beheld, ftriking his relent- 
leſs dart into the finner's breaſt; and ſum- 
moning him hence before the tribunal of his 
Judge ! Nox. is it to be wondered, if Chriſ- 
tians themſelves, eſpecially under ſome parti- | 
cular circumſtances, ſhrink back at the ſtroke, 
and feel a painful reluctance to what is ſo 
2 Norrjs's Pra&. Diſc. p. 165. | 
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. contrary to nature. Inſtances there have been 
of thoſe, who though happily freed from a 
{laviſh dread of the conſequences of this great 
event, yet have trembled at the event it- 
ſelf. 
Tus fear of death i is lenser to be . 
dued, be the cauſe whence it proceeds what 
it may. The Son of God hath entered the 
liſts with this mighty foe, diſarmed him of 
his chief terrors, and led captivity captive. 
He hath himſelf paſſed the gloomy vale, en- 
dured all the horrors of it, and provided for 
the defenſe and comfort of his people in their 
way through it. By dying, he hath de- 
4 * ſtroyed him who had the power of death, 
te that is the devil, and ſo delivered them, 
e who. through fear of death, were all heie 
< life-time ſubject to bondage. How un- 
ſpeakable are our obligations to his conde- 
ſcenſion and love! © Thanks be to God, who 
* oiveth us the victory through our Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt!” Upon theſe principles the moſt 
timorous Chriſtians, ſome of them at leaſt, have 


aſſumed amazing reſolution at the approach 


of the laſt enemy; even in the midſt of the 
valley of the ſhadow of death, they have feared 
no evil, Of their diſſolution, they have ſpoke 
4 2 Heb. ü. 14, 15. 1 Cor. xv, 57. 

pot with 


with the utmoſt compoſure, as of putting off 
their tabernacle, being unclothed, and ſleeping 
in Jeſus. Nay they have not only obeyed, 
but welcomed the ſummons, and, with a ſmile 
upon their countenances, moſt chearfully 


yielded their fouls 1 into the hands of a faithful 


Creator. 

How great a happineſs is it to meet death; 
in ſuch a temper of mind as this ! And indeed, 
how deſirable, while we are in the midſt of 


life, to have thoſe painful apprehenſions of it, 
to which we are ſo generally liable, in a good 
| meaſure removed! The greater part of man- 
kind owe the tranquility they enjoy, purely 
to a thovghtleflneſs about futurity, When 


ever the idea of death is by any circumſtance 


forced upon them, they are unhappy. The 
only way they have therefore to ſecure their 


peace, is induſtriouſly to avoid all occaſions for 
ſuch thoughts. But is not this very unmanly? 


Is it not a conduct deſerving of cenſure, as 


well upon the principles of nature, as religion? 
What man then is ſo much to be envied as 
he, who can, upon proper occaſions, with de- 
liberation and compoſure, ſpeak the language 
of the text; who hath been fo familiar with 


death, and in whoſe breaſt the dread of it is 


10 thoroughly vanquiſhed, as that he can in 
2 9 5 


1 
the midſt of life, and its moſt chearful ſcenes, 
advert to this ſubject without uneaſineſs; can 
turn his eye undaunted on the tomb; and 
read the hand-writing on the wall, © Thy 
e days are numbred,” without either paleneſs 
of countenance, or tremor of heart! * And 
| where may we reaſonably expect to meet with 
_ theſe happy perſons, if not among them who 
believe that Jeſus died and roſe again; and 
who have entered into the ſpirit of that di- 
vine doctrine, which hath brought life and 
immortality to light ? And this leads me to 
obſerve, 


IV. Tur we can hardly ſuppoſe Thomas 
knew what he ſpake, without admitting that 
he felt the force of that great truth, which i is 
the only natural and proper a of recon- 
ciliation to death; I mean the certainty of a 

future flate. © 

' Hap there remained a doubt upon this 

mind, whether he or his friend ſhould exiſt 

beyond the grave, he would ſcarcely have been 

ſo forward to ſay, © Let us go and die with 
him.“ No; he knew that the foul is im- 
mortal, that at the inſtant it quits the body it 
returns to him who gave it; and having been 

d Dan. v. 5, 6, 26. 
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renewed by divine grace here, is made happy 
with God for ever. This he had collected not 
merely from the feeble dictates of nature, and 
from the generally received opinion of thoſe 
around him; but from the aſſured teſtimony 
of ſcripture, and from the expreſs declarations 
of his Lord and Maſter. With him, it is 
probable, he had often diſcourſed on this ſub- 
ject; and received all the ſatis faction upon it 
he could reaſonably deſire. And the belief of 
a future ſtate of happineſs, thus deeply im- 
| preſſed upon his heart, and accompanied with 
a clear evidence of his own title to it, might 
well excite a wiſh in his breaſt, _ he had 

died with Lazarus: | 
Nor can any thing ſhort of a firm faith of 
this great truth, effectually and properly recon- 
| Cile us to the proſpect of death. Nature ab- 
| hors annihilation :/ we ſtart back at the very 
idea of it. They indeed who through the in- 
dulgence of fin have loſt all courage, are be- 
come incapable of any farther enjoyment here, 
and have not the ſhadow of a hope. that they 
ſhall be happy hereafter, may fincerely wiſh 
to be annihilated. And it is poſſible that a 
flattering expectation of this ſort, may have 
been the inducement with ſome wigked men, 
to take up the deſperate reſolution of putting 
EA e 
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an end to a wretched life, which they were no 


longer able to endure. But they who are not 
thus weary of their exiſtence, require a dif- 


ferent motive to reconcile them to death, from 
this unnatural one which infidelity would ſug- 
geſt ; I mean the pleaſing hope of a future 


happy immortality. 

AND what reaſon have we to be thankful, 
that this grand leading principle of religion, is 
eſtabliſhed upon a kind of teſtimony, the 
moſt ſatisfactory to a thoughtful and inquiſi- 
tive mind, and which it is not in the power 
of all the art and ſophiſtry of wicked men, or 


of Satan himſelf, to invalidate ! For beſides 
the probable arguments ariſing from the per- 


fections of God; from the nature and conſti- 


tution of man, as an accountable creature; 


from that vehement defire of immortality, 


which is deeply implanted in each of our 


breaſts; from the preſent promiſcuous diſ- 
penſation of rewards and puniſhments; and 
from the opinion and conſent of the wiſeſt 
and beſt of men ; I fay beſides theſe probable 


argüments, we have in our Bible a more ſure 


word of prophecy reſpecting this important 
point, to which we do well to give heed, as to 


a light ſhining in a dark place. The ſcrip- 
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tures tell us in plain terms, that * there is a 
* reward for the righteous;* that there re- 
* maineth a reſt for them;* that their end is | 
** eternal life ;* that they ſhall ſee God; en- 
* ter into the joy of the Lord ;* be with 


Chriſt where he is to behold his glory ;* and 


e inherit a kingdom prepared for them be- 


£c fore the foundation of the world.“ Life 


* and immortality are thus clearly brought 


to light through the goſpel.* And to this 


*« lively hope we are begotten again, by the 
< reſurreQion of Chriſt from the dead.“ If 


therefore we belieye the divinity of the ſacred 
records, authenticated as they are by the moſt. 


ſtupendous miracles, and by the exact fulfil- 
ment of a long ſeries of prophecies ; if we be- 
lieve, that at the command of Jeſus, Lazarus 


came forth out of the tomb, and that Jeſus 


himſelf, having bowed the head and died, 


brake aſunder the bars of death and the grave, 


and aſcended triumphanily up into heaven; 
if, I ſay, we give credit to theſe great facts, 


there can remain no doubt upon our minds, of 
the certainty of a future ſtate of happineſs. 


Bur it is not the bare admiſſion of this 


e Pfal. Ixviii. 11. 4 Heb. iv. 9. Rom. vi. 22. Matt. 
v. 8. 8 Matt. Xxxv. 21. > John xvii. 24. i Matt. xxv. 34. 
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great truth, or a general aſſent to it, that will 
ſubdue the fear of death, and diſpoſe us, a- 
midſt many agreeable proſpects and connec- 
tions, to take a chearful leave of the preſent 


life. Many there are, who though they 
would account it hard to be deemed infidels; 
yet feel as little real effect from their faith, 
as if they were, ſtrictly ſpeaking, of that cha- 


racter. To enable us therefore to ſpeak the 
language of the text, with deliberate pleaſure 
and triumphant joy, it is not only neceſſary, 


that we are thus perſuaded upon rational 


conſiderations of the exiſtence of a future 


ſtate; but that we have, 


v. Bee conceptions of he pleſſedneſs 


of heaven, and à well- grounded ___ of en- 
joying it. 


Tromas, it is I think reaſonable to "I 
-poſe, poſſeſſed more than a cold faint lan- 


guid idea of another world, when he ex- 
preſſed this his ardent wiſh to accompany his 
friend Lazarus thither. Heaven, it may be, 
was brought down into the good man's heart, 
and kindled a flame of divine affections there. 
Who thall ſay, what ſentiments he might 


forms of the bleſſed God, and of the rich and. 


grow- 
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growing entertainment, which reſults from the 


contemplation of his infinite perfections? 
Who ſhall ſay, how his imagination might be 


ſtruck with the ſplendor and glory of that 
world; and his reliſh for the pure and ſpi- 
ritual pleaſures which are there enjoyed, might 
be heightened and improved? While at the 


ſame time © he knew in himſelf,” through the 
riches of divine grace, that © this better and en- 
during ſubſtance” * was his. Well might a 


man, whoſe thoughts were thus employed, and 
whoſe hopes and views were thus elevated, 


tay with impatient defire, © Let me go and die 
with him,” who dies to live for ever! This is 


the kind of faith ce that overcomes the 
« world *,” and gives the mind a noble ſupe- 


Tiority to thoſe many conſiderations, which 
check the aſpirations of the heart to heaven, 


and depreſs the ſpirits in the view of death. 
This 1s that faith, which the apoſtle empha- 
tically deſcribes, as * the ſubſtance of things 


* hoped for, and the evidence of things not 


125 


cc ſeen . 


AND now, by what terms ſhall I tink” 
the bleſſedneſs of that ſtate, ſo as to raiſe your 


hearts and my own thither, and ſo as to im- 


preſs on our breaſts ſome chearful and en- 


i Heb. x. 34. I Johav. 4. 1 Heb. zi. 1. 
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- livening ſentiments, upon this mournful oc- 
caſion? Shall I to this end have recourſe to 


figures? Theſe, though they are collected 


from ſcripture, will fail of giving us an ade- 
quate idea of heaven. We read of durable 
ce riches and righteouſneſs *; of treaſures 

„ which moth cannot corrupt, nor thieves 
break through and ſteal *; of a far more 

* exceeding and eternal weight of glory; of 
« an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 


c which fadeth not away“; of a reſt that 


© remaineth for the people of God; of a 
50 paradiſe furniſhed with the richeſt fruits, 
« gladdened with the moſt delightful ſcenes, 
and watered with rivers of pleaſure”. We 
« read. of a country, whoſe inhabitants no 
© more ſay they are fick*, and where the 
« Lamb, who is in the midſt of the- throne, 
te feeds them, and leads them unto fountains 
© of living water; and God himſelf, with his 
* own ſoft hand, wipes away every tear from 


« their eyes. What ſhall I fay ?—of a houſe. 
© not made with hands"; of a city whoſe 


« builder and maker is God ©; and of a king- 
© dom prepared from the foundation of the 


m Prov. viii. 18. Mat. vi. 20. » 2 Cor. iv. 17. P1 Pet. 


i. 4. 4 Heb. iv. 9. * Luke xxiii. 43, Rev. xx. 1, 2. Iſa. 
Aki. 24. © Rev: Vi 17. 2 Cor, v1. * Heb. N. 10. 
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« world v. But theſe are only emblems, di- 
ſtant and faint repreſentations of a happineſs 
that is ſpiritual and ſubſtantial, and which in- 
finitely exceeds any thing we can poſſibly 
frame an idea of by our ſenſes, © Eye hath 
© not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have en- 
« tered into the heart of man, the things 
ce which 18 8888 — for them that . 
&« love him *. 
SEE the immortal ſpirit quitting this tene- 
ment of clay, and taking its flight to the ce- 
leſtial regions. See it conducted by angels, 
amidſt the congratulations of innumerable 
kindred ſpirits, into the immediate preſence 
of God, embraced in the arms of infinite 
love, and pronounced happy and glorious for 
ever. See it inſtantly made capable of all 
the exalted pleaſures, and chearful ſervices of 
the heavenly ſtate; the underſtanding en- 
larged, and freed from the numerous errors 
and prejudices with which it was juſt now 
embarraſſed; the will perfectly renewed, and 
delivered from every evil bias and ſinful 
temptation; and the affections all pure and 
ſpiritual, ever aſpiring to the higheſt good, 
and ever enjoying the fulleſt ſatisfaction, 
without the leaſt mixture of ſatiety or dil 


Mat. xxv. 334. 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
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content. O the refined geliebt which the 
happy faint feels; thus formed after the image 
of him who created him, in contemplating 
the perfections of the great God, in ſurveying 
the tranſcendent excellencies of the bleſſed 
| Jeſus, and in dwelling upon the myſteries of 
Providence and Grace! O the pleaſure he 
enjoys in the quick and eaſy diſcovery of 
truths, which the wiſeſt men in this world 
have ſought, and fought in vain ; and in the 
immediate viſion of objects, too glorious for 
any mortal eye to behold ! How is every di- 
vine paſſion excited and enflamed ! And with 
what joy, and love, and wonder doth his 
breaſt burn, while. he reflects on all the great 
things his God hath done for him; while ge 
views himſelf emerged out of ignorance fin © + | 
and forrow, into light purity and happi- 
neſs; while he beholds his Redeemer face to 
face, and looks forward to. an eternal dura- 
tion of exiſtence, with a ſteady aſſurance, that 
his felicity and glory ſhall ſuffer no o interrup- | 
tion, diminution, or end!“ 0 
Axp do you, chriſtian, firmly believe that | 
there is ſach a ſtate of happineſs as this? Oo 
you conſider it, as the fruit of the free and 
unmerited favor of God, through the me- Y 
diation lacrifice and righteouſneſs of his own 
| F Son? 
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Son ? Are you formed, by divine grace, into 
a temper ſuited to it? And have you, in a 
word, a humble hope that, unworthy as you 
are, you ſhall at death be put in poſſeſſion of 
it? Sure I am, the joyful, the tranſporting, 

the aſſured proſpect of all this bliſs and glory, 
muſt needs conſtrain you to ſay as Thomas 
did, when you hear of a fellow-difciple being 
gone thither, © Let me go and die with 
« him: eſpecially when you reflect, that 
in this you” with 1 ls included, 


VI. AND laſtly, a chearful kgs f enjcy- 
ing bis company, and that of your other 
friends and fellow-ſaints in heaven. 1 

Tar1s pleaſing expectation, there is little 
room to queſtion, the apoſtle Thomas poſ- 

ſeſſed. He had no doubt but Lazarus was 
gone to a better world: thither he would 
therefore fain accompany him, that he might 
there enjoy in the higheſt perfection all the 
pleaſures of that friendſhip, which had ſo 
© happily commenced between them here on 
earth, © We have been united in life, let 
eus be united alſo in death, O may my ſoul 
© be gathered ith bis May I enter with him 
< into the joy of the Lak * Such might be 


his views. 
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Av a very powerful influence there ſure- 
ly is in this conſideration, under ſome parti- 
cular circumſtances eſpecially, to detach our 


hearts from this vain world, and unite them 


to another. Every inſtance of mortality a- 
mong our dear chriſtian friends, may be con- 
ſidered as a weight taken out of the ſcale of 


our preſent, and put into that of our future 


and eternal intereſts; as an additional argu- 


ment or motive to quicken us in our way 
home. Here but little agreeable ſociety is to 


be had; but few to be met with, to whom 
we can freely unboſom ourſelves ; yea none 
in whoſe friendſhip we can be perfectly hap- 
py. On which account, as well as many 


others, we are ſometimes apt to ſay in the 


language of Job, « I loath it, I would not 
* live alway *;” or of the Prophet, This 

e js not my reſt, it is polluted *;” 
Bu in heaven it is otherwiſe. That chear- 
ful climate, that friendly country, admits of 
no ſuch complaints as theſe, There we ſhall 
join the moſt inſtructive, amiable, and de- 
lightful company. There we ſhall aſſociate 
with © the general aſſembly and church of 
* the firſt-born, with innumerable angels, 
L and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect ©,” 
a Jab vii. 16, b Micah ii. 10. © Heb. xii. 22, 23. 
1 There 


. 
There we ſhall be incorporated into a ſociety, 
made up of perſons moſt wiſe holy and happy; 
who are all of one mind, and one heart; and 
who poſſeſs every imaginable excellehce, to 
recommend them to each others eſteem and 

friendſhi p. O what divine and cordial affection 

Lit prevails among thoſe pure and exalted ſpirits! 

s O how they are entertained and raviſhed with 

1 each others ſweet and improving converſa- 

tion! Not one jarring note is to be heard 

| through the heavenly choir, All is. peace 
and love and joy there. There Thomas i 1s 
for ever in the embraces of his friend La- 
Zarus; and there Lazarus is for ever richly 
repaying Thomas, for the tears he had ſhed | 
at the news of his departure hence. Patri- 
archs and prophets, apoſtles and martyrs, 
chriſtians of every age, character, and condi- 
tion, dwell together there in perfect har- 
con; diſcourſe on the ſublimeſt ſubjects, 
without the leaſt diſtance or reſerve; and 
partake largely, even to their utmoſt wiſhes, 
of each others tempers and joys. There all 
the ſweets of the moſt generous love, and of 
the moſt exalted friendſhip, are reliſned and 
enjoyed in their higheſt perfection. 
- _» Wyar man wha hath any taſte for friend- 
ſhip, and whoſe taſte for this real bleſſing is 
- i ; : Im- 
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improved and heightened, by a happy expe- 
rience of the love and grace of the goſpel, 
but muſt ardently wiſh: to make one among 

this bleſſed company? Or however, through 
various cauſes, the chriſtian's attention may 

be too frequently diverted from theſe con- 
templations, and ſo the devout affectlons 8 
his heart become ſtrangely cold and languid; 
yet when death diſſolves ſome of his moſt a- 
greeable connections, and ſo rouzes him from 
his lethargy, how can he avoid feeling the 
force of this reaſoning as to a better ſtate? 

While his thoughts follow the departed ſpirit 
to thoſe bleſt abodes, ſurely love to his friend, 
united with ſincere affection to Chriſt, muſt 
have the ä effect to raiſe bis deſires 
thither. 


Tuus have I cidircuied to collect, as 
nearly as poſſible, the ſenſe of the words, 
and to improve them to our own uſe. And 
now, let us pauſe, and ſeriouſly inquire, 
each of us, how we are affected towards 
death, and its important conſequences. 

« IT is appointed unto men once to die, 

« and after this the judgment *,” T he ſen- 5 
tence is paſſed upon all the human race, up- 


iz on n perſons of every rank and condition. The 


9 Heb. ix. 27. 
prince 
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prince muſt retire from his palace, as well as 
the peaſant quit his cottage. And fince there 
is the greateſt ſolemnity and importance in, 
death, and we know not how ſoon, or how 
| ſuddenly, it may come to our turn to die; of 
what infinite moment is it that we are pre- 
pared! It will yield us little comfort in that 
awful, that trying hour, that we poſſeſs an 
abundance of the things of this life, that we 
have numerous friends, that we ſtand high in 
the opinion of our fellow- creatures, that we 
| have borne the name of Chriſtians, or that 
we have imagined ourſelves ſuch; if it ſhould 
be then found, that we are ſtrangers to real 
and vital religion. 

_ « ExckPT a man be barn again, he can- 
< not ſee the kingdom of God *.” So he hath 
declared, who hath not only the keys of hell 
and death in his hand; but the bliſs and 
glory of heaven at his diſpoſal. Sin hath 
brought ruin upon our nature. We muſt be 
| ſenſible therefore of the guilt and miſery in 
which we are involved, and of our need of 
„ ſalvation which the goſpel reveals and 

- propoſes, We muſt have faith in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and repentance towards God, 
The power of ſin muſt be broken, and our 


John i iii. z. 
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wil and affections renewed. And though 
abſolute perfection 1 is not attainable here, yet 
we muſt aſpire to the likeneſs of God, and 
from evangelical motives aim at univerſal obe- 


dience. Happy man! who thus chearfully 
reſts all his hopes of ſalvation on the free 


mercy of God, through Jeſus Chriſt; and 
who conſiders his higheſt happineſs, as con- 


fiſting in the favor of God, and a conformity 5 
to his image. This is real religion. Do we 
poſſeſs it? Have we entered into the ſpirit of 
it? If fo, we ſhall feel more or leſs of that 
temper, in regard of death and a future 


world, which I have been deſcribing. When 


a dear relation, an intimate friend, or a mi- 


niſter, by whoſe labors we have been pro- 


fited, is called away from hence to heaven; 
we ſhall be apt to ſay, deeply impreſſed by 


the providence, * Let me go and die with 
« him.” 

Tuls, I perſuade _— hath 'been the 
language of ſome to whom I now ſpeak, upon 
the preſent very mournful occaſion. Nor is 


ſuch language to be cenſured, expreſſive as it 
is of humanity and tenderneſs, as well as a 


deſire of being happy with God; provided it 
be ſpoke under the reſtrictions that have been 


mentioned. The providence is peculiarly 


N k 
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ſolemn, awakening, and inſtructive”: many 
| circumſtances concur to render it ſo. Death 
is indeed daily walking our ſtreets, entering 
the houſes of perſons of all ranks and cha- 
racterg, and making continual depredations 
upon us. But the triumphs of death, in this 
inſtance, are uncommonly ſtriking. We ſee 
him laying his hand, not upon a uſeleſs 
member of ſociety, not upon a good man in 
a private ſtation, no, nor upon a chriſtian in 
advanced life, or who had been long ſtrug- 
gling under the languors of a declining con- 
ſtitution ; but upon a valuable miniſter, in 
the midſt of his days and uſefulneſs, the fa- 
ther of a large and young family, the paſtor 
of a numerous church, in a very ſudden 
manner, and at a time when the ſtroke was 
little apprehended, and when to our view he 
could,” on many accounts, be very ill ſpared. 
Conſiderations theſe, which may naturally be 
ſuppoſed to affect the hearts of all good men 
among us, and eſpecially thoſe to whom 1 
am now addreſſing myſelf. 

IT becomes us, my friends, to be humble 
under the mighty hand of God, to inquire 
into the cauſe why he thus deals with us, and 
to be careful to improve this awakening dif- 
penſation to > the 8lory of God, and our own 


3 


. 


ſpititual advantage. The loßs, I am ſenſible, 


is of ſuch a kind as calls for all the aſſiſtance, 


which the friends of religion can give you. 


And yet affecting as it is, you ſhould take 
| heed that your grief exceeds not due bounds, 
and that you indulge not an unkin@ or un- 
worthy thought of God, © The Lord gave, 
<« and the Lord hath taken away; bleſſed be 


«© the name of the Lord*.” It will be hap- 


py, if what you have heard may have the 
deſired effect to raiſe your hearts to heaven, 
and to incline you to ſubmit patiently to the 


will of God: and if what I have yet to ſay 
concerning our dear departed friend, inſtead 


of aggravating your ſorrows, may prove the 
means of ſoothing them, and exciting us all 
to a proper imitation of his example. : 

< The memory of the juſt is bleſſed :: 827 
and there ſeems ſpecial occaſion for taking 


ſome notice of the characters tsmpers and 


conduct of ſuch, who, by reaſon of their 
ſtations in life, have been' more generally 
known than others ; and who, by the grace 


of God, have been enabled to diſcharge them | 
{elves worthily, in the important and painful 


work of the chriſtian miniſtry, It is a tribute 


we owe to their memory, and which we 


4 Job i. 21. 8 Prov. x. 7. 
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ld be the rather inclined to pay, as there- 


by ſomewhat may be contributed to our own 
comfort and edification. I need therefore 


& 


make no farther apology for what follows. | 
Mx. Burford was greatly indebted to the 

2 ocoritfincs and grace of God for many ad- 
vantages, which enabled him to fill up the 
character he ſuſtained among you, with re- 
putation comfort and ſucceſs, He was a 
man of ſtrong natural parts ; he had a lively 
imagination, a retentive memory, an agree- 
able voice, and a pleaſing elocution. His 
natural temper was ſweet, affectionate, and 
chearful. But what rendered him moſt ami- 
able and uſeful was, that real concern for re- 
ligion, accompanied with chriſtian candor 
and modeſty, which poſſeſſed his heart, go- 
verned his conduct, and put life into his pub- 
lic miniſtrations. 

Ir was in early life, I think when ent 
eighteen or nineteen, he made a public pro- 
feſſion of religion. And having ſpent ſome 
time in ſtudy with a view to the miniſtry, he 
appeared in it with general approbation. 
After the deceaſe of your former paſtor, 
the Reverend Mr. Wilſon, whoſe memory 
1s I doubt not ſtil] precious among you, he 
Was invited to take vpon him the charge of 
5 N this 
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this church; With what diffidence of him- 


5 ſelf he accepted this invitation, and with what 


concern to diſcharge his duty faithfully in 
this important ſtation, I well remember. To 
his work he applied himſelf with aſſiduity 
and zeal; and as he felt a ſincere affection 
for you, "md diſcovered it on all occaſions, 
' weeping with them that wept, and rejoicing | 
with them that rejoiced ; ſo he had the hap- 
pineſs in return to receive warm expreſſions 
of regard and love from you. Nor was this 
bis only happineſs ; for as his abilities which 
were popular improved, ſo he and you had 
the ſtill greater pleaſure of ſeeing the ſucceſs 
of his labors, in the addition of many to this 
community, who will I truſt be © the crown 
© of his rejoicing in the day of the Lord“. 
Nxep I put you in mind, my friends, of 
the proofs he gave of his ardent concern, 
not for your temporal proſperity only, but 
moſt of all for your ſpiritual and everlaſting 
welfare ? — how faithfully he diſpenſed the 
word of truth among you, by the ter- 
« rors of the Lord perſuading ” the ſtupid 
thoughtleſs ſinner *, and by. the mercy and 
grace of the goſpel encouraging the ſincere and 
humble inquirer ?—how he inſtructed the ig- 
b 1 Theſ. ii. 19. i2Cor.v. 11, 
| G 2 norant, 


Sr 2 

norant, and warned the pennies 6h 
* how he exhorted, and comforted, and 
ce charged every one of you (as a father doth 
66 his children) that ye would walk worthy 
c of God, who hath called you unto his 
e kingdom and glory*?” Need I remind 
you, with what fluency affection and fervor, 
he uſually poured out his prayers to God a- 
mong you and for you? Or need I tell you, 
how he exemplified the doctrine he preach- 
ed, ſo far as conſiſts with human frailty, in 
the general courſe of his life ; conducting the 
affairs of his family with prudence and fru- 
gality, attending diligently and regularly on 

the duties of his public miniſtry, and carry- 
ing himſelf, in all his familiar intercourſes at 
your houſes, with ſeriouſneſs and chearful- 
neſs? © Ye are his witnefles, I think I may 
* ſay, how holily and juſtly and unblameably 

he behaved himſelf among you '” 
Bur he is now no more—no more as to 
this world, Myſterious providence! We are 
ſure it is right, but we know not how to ex- 
plain it, - A great variety of circumſtances 
would have led us to apprehend, that his 
continuance among us, which was the voice 
of nature and the earneſt wiſh of his fronds, 


| Thel. ii. 11, TS 11 Thel, i ii. 10. 
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might alſo be the will of Providence, But 
„God's thoughts are not our thoughts, nor 
& his ways our ways,” The divine pur- 
poſe was not to be altered. Neither early 
life, nor growing uſefulneſs, nor the tears of 

a numerous family, nor the prayers of his 


chriſtian friends, ſuch of them as apprehend- 
ed his danger, nor the aid of ſkilful phyſi- 
cians, could prevail to get the ſentence that 
was gone forth reverſed, or even poſtponed, 
Death made his advances upon him ſudden- 


ly, giving either us or him but little notice 


of his approach. A few days pulled down 
a a conſtitution, which had the appearance 
of health and vigor ; and fo rapid and ſecret 
was the progreſs of the diſeaſe, that the foun- 


dation of the houſe was mined and nearly 
deſtroyed, before the danger of f its fall was 


well apprehended. 
DURING this ſhort time he felt great pain, 


which he nevertheleſs bore with becoming 
patience and fortitude. It was his deſire for 
the ſake of his family and his people, if it 


were the will of God, that he might ſtill live: 


and with ſome degree of earneſtneſs he prayed 
for a bleſſing on the means uſed to that end; 
adding, That God was yet able to raiſe 


m Iſa. ly. 8. 
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© him up.” But it was otherwiſe determin- 


| ed. On the day preceding his death, a veil 


was drawn over his mind; ſo that he had 
diſcouraging doubts and cenipiaticnd to con- 


tend with, as well as the pains of his increaſ- 
ing diſeaſe. © He feared, he ſaid, that God 


% was dealing with him in wrath, and that 
© he was an unprofitable ſervant ; adding, 


© that he could not now fee that God had 
© made a covenant with him, as he formerly 
e thought he had ſeen.” Rut on the follow- 
ing day, the day of his diſſolution, the cloud 
diſperſed ; and there ſucceeded to it a happy. 


compoſure and tranquility of mind. © He 
* ſaw, as he expreſſed it, that God had loved 
* him with an everlaſting love, and that he 


was now with loving-kindneſs drawing him 
*t0 himſelf ”,” And with pleaſure he re- 
peated thoſe words of the Pſalmiſt, This 
poor man cried, and the Lord heard him; 
cc and ſaved him out of all his troubles, The 


© angel of the Lord encampeth round about 


e them that fear him, and delivereth them.” 
O taſte and ſee that the Lord is good: 


Ll bleſſed is the man that truſteth in him.“ 
Death now approached him; and perceiving 


his departure at hand, he ſaid to thoſe around 
n Jer. xxxi. 3. L Pfal, xxxiv. 6, „ 
| | him, 
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him, My people are dear to me, and I be. 
e lieve they love me. My family and wife 
ce and all I muſt leave in the hands of God. 
J am going to the arms of Jeſus” — and ſo 
he expired. 

Tus lived, and thus died this amiable 
and worthy man, this ſincere chriſtian and 
faithful ſervant of God. And, now what 
remains, but that we make a ſuitable im- 
provement of this awakening and inſtructive 
providence ? There is a loud voice in it to his 
family, to his people, to his brethren in the 
miniſtry, to his friends, to all that knew 
him. | 5 | 

As to his family; we cannot caſt our eyes 
upon an afflicted widow, ſurrounded with a 
large company of young and helpleſs chil- 
dren, lamenting the loſs of an indulgent 
huſband and a tender and affectionate pa- 
rent, without feeling ſtrong emotions of ſym- 
pathy and grief, The Saviour were he on 
earth, would I doubt not upon ſuch an oc- 
caſion as this weep. Hear their fad, their 
ſorrowful language Have pity. upon us, 
have pity upon us, O ye our friends, for 
te the hand of God hath touched us?. Did 


— TI ay, Hear it? — Vou have heard it, you have 
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felt it. And I muſt mention it, as one 


very alleviating circumſtance under this ſe- 
vere ſtroke, and to the great honor of you 
my friends of this church and others, that 
you have generouſly, and with a ſpirit be- 


coming the diſciples of the compaſſionate 
Jeſus, entered into meaſures for their relief 
and ſupport. They feel, I. perſuade myſelf, 
grateful reſentments of your kindneſs, good 
men applaud you, and God will I doubt 


not reward you. 
M av the ſorrowful aa of the widow "Mi 


ſuſtained with divine conſolations, in this the 
day of her diſtreſs. Let me remind you, that 


great as your loſs is, you are not left deſo- 
late; for your Maker is your judge, your 


friend, and your huſhand*., Put your truſt 
in him, and be aſſured, he will never leave 
« you nor forſake you.. As to you, the 
tender offspring of the deceaſed, my bowels 


yearn over you, Your early age, the temp- 


tations to which you ſtand, expoſed, and the 
dangers of various kinds which await you, 
and which have befallen many families that 


have riſen into life in theſe fatherleſs circum- 


ſtances, are conſiderations that call for our 


| fervent prayers on your behalf. May God of 


r Pſal, Ixviii, 5, Ifa, liv. 5, * Heb. xiii. 5. 
in „ 
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his inßaite mercy keep you! To his provi- ; 


dence and grace we affectionately commend 


you. It was no ſmall comfort to your dear 
parent who 1s gone, that one of you was to 
have devoted himſelf to God in this church 
this month, O may you be all found walk- 
ing in the ways of religion ! Call to mind his 
admonitions and counſels, his example and 
_ prayers. © Remember your Creator in the days 
ce of your youth *,” Be dutiful to your ſur- 
viving parent; and be attentive to the inſtruc- 
tions of thoſe, who have generouſly taken you 
under their protection, and humanely conſi- 
der you as their children. 
WII you my friends of this church I ten- 
derly ſympathize in this deep affliction. Vou 
feel it; but let not your ſorrow exceed. It is 
the will of God, and it is your duty there- 
fore to ſubmit patiently to it. Be thankful 
that this ſad ſtroke was not given, before the 
wounds you felt for your former loſs were 
well healed. Eighteen or nineteen years I 
think he ſpent in the miniſtry, and about 
5 thirteen among you, Permit me to exhort 
you to frequent and fervent prayer to God, 
that his chaſtening hand may be ſanctified, that 
vou may have divine wiſdom to guide you 
in all the ſteps you take, and that this breach 


r Eccleſ. xil. 1 


H may 


| CH 5 


may he quickly and happily repaired. Be 
faithful regular and ſerious in your attend- 


ance on the worſhip of God. Let this af- 
fliction tend to cement your hearts ſtill more 


and more to one another. And conſider the 
words of the apoſtle, as the language of your 
miniſter, Finally brethren, farewell: be 


perfect, be of good comfort, be of one 
* mind, live in peace; and the God of love 


and peace ſhall be with you *.” 


This awakening. diſpenſation ſhould: have 
its due effect alſo on thoſe of us, who are en- 
gaged in the arduous work of the miniſtry, 
to quicken us to our duty, and to unite us to 


each other. He hath left us behind in the 


ſame warfare, the ſame ſervice wherein he 


was employed, and the rewards of which he 


is now reaping. The difficulties and labors 


of it are many; nor can we help wiſhing our 
fouls in his ſtead who is gone—withing our- 
ſelves with him where he is, and where 


all pain uneaſmeſs and forrow, all weakneſs 


imperfection and ſin are for ever done away. 
We are however commanded “ to go our 


cc Way, and ſtand in our lot till our end is. 


O may his ſpirit deſcend upon us; and having 

finiſhed our courſe, as he finiſhed: his, may 

we alſo receive a crown of glory! 
2 Cor. xiii, 11. t Dan. xii. 13. 


To draw to a cloſe. What a loud voice is 
there in this providence to us all! “ Be ye 
« alſo ready; for ye know not in what hour 
the Son of man cometh *.” Would to 
- | God that the voice may be heard by thoſe of 
you, who have long fat under the awakening 
miniſtry of my deceaſed brother, but ſtill re- 
main in your fins | Let me intreat you, by the 
mercies of God, by the compaſſion you owe 
to your own precious and immortal fouls, and 
by the regard that is due to the memory of 
him, whoſe face you will no more ſee in the 
fleſh, ſeriouſly to reflect on the many lively 
and affectionate addreſſes, made to you from 
the place where I now ſtand, How often 
and how faithfully have you been warned of 
| Your miſery and danger! And with what 
. earneſtneſs and affection have you been in- 
treated to © flee from the wrath to come“, 
; _ * to lay hold on the hope ſet before 
us in the goſpel! Think of theſe things; 
a realize that great and awful day when, if 
you ſhall be found to have remained impeni- 
tent, he ſhall be a ſwift witneſs againſt you, 
May God grant, that the fame power which 
raiſed Lazarus from his grave, may ſo accom- 
pany this ſtriking providence, as to render- it | 


t Mat. xxiv. 44. Mat. iii. 7. * Heb, vi. 8 
r | the 
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the effeQual means of your reſurrection from - 
a death of fin, to a life of — and 
new obedience ! 1 
| | In one word, may this affecting inſtance of 
j mortality have its proper influence on all our 


[ minds, to quicken us to that circumſpection 
[ diligence and vigor, which the ſhortneſs and 
5 ulncertainty of life, and our infinite obligations 


to the grace of God, moſt reaſonably demand! 
Let us work while it is called to-day, re- 
* membring that * the night cometh when no 
| 7 Ol man can work*!” And having ſerved 
cc our generation by the will of God, may we 

e fall aſleep in Jeſus?, and have an abundant 
entrance miniſtered to us into the kingdom 

66 of the Lord *!” | 

NM John i ix. + Acts xiii. 36. z 2 Pet. i. 11, 
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EAT H is a very ſolemn and impor- 
tant event; an event which cuts the 
ſtrongeſt ties, diſſolves the moſt intimate con- 
nections, and ſeparates the deareſt friends. 
It puts a period to every concern and ſervice 
here: and introduces us into an everlaſting 
ſtate of being; a ſtate either of unſpeakable 
happineſs, or inexpreſſible miſery. As to 

other events, they may or may not take place; 
but death is moſt certain. The living know - 
that they ſhall die. Our ignorance of the 
particular time of our diſſolution, while we 
are aſſured it is not very diſtant, does not a 
little increaſe the importance of this ſubject, 
in the view of an attentive mind. When a 
few years are come (perhaps much ſooner) 
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we ſhall go the way whence we dull act re-. 


turn. An affecting proof of the uncertainty 


of life, we have in the circumſtances of our 


deceaſed brother, whoſe remains we have 
now committed to the filent grave. Upon 


the entrance of the laſt week, he was em- 


ployed in the public ſervices of the ſanctuary; 


but before that week was Cloſed, his "on > 


were cloſed in death. 

IT having therefore pleaſed the great God, 
the ſovereign Diſpoſer of all events, to re- 
move from us our dear and honored brother; 
methinks we may be allowed, now we are 


attending his funeral ſolemnities, to follow 


the example of our bleſſed Maſter, ,and drop 
a tear, while we cannot but call to mind ſome 
of thoſe various circumſtances, which render 


his death peculiarly afflicting. Who among 
us can forbear reflecting on that humility of 


mind, that natural ſweetneſs and affability of 
temper, which, while it made him acceſſible 


do perſons in the meaneſt Ration, and render- 


ed his uſefulneſs the more extenſive, could 
not but engage the eſteem and affection of 
thoſe that knew him? Thoſe of us who 
naited with him in the public ſervices of re- 
ligion, I am perſuaded, will not ſoon forget 
that ſpirituality 0 of ſentiment, that fluency of 


lan- 
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language, and fervor of ſoul, with which he 
addreſſed a throne. of grace. How was his 
mouth filled with arguments, when implor- 
ing the bleſſings of divine goodneſs, in a man- 
ner happily adapted to promote the ſpirit of 
devotion in thoſe who joined him! They 
who enjoyed the benefit. of his public mini- 
ſtrations, well know he was a workman that 
needed not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth, Such were the good na- 
tural: abilities of which he was poſſeſſed, im- 


proved by diligence and application; ſuch 


his knowledge of divine truths; ſuch the ex- 
perimental manner in which he explained 
them; ſo evangelieal were the motives, by 
which he urged the duties of religion; and 
ſuch was the affection and faithfulneſs, with 
which he addreſſed the hearts and conſciences 
both of ſaints and ſinners; as rendered him a 
very acceptable, and by a divine bleſſing at- 
tending his labors, a very uſeful miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt, It pleaſed God to honor him 
with great ſucceſs : he had many ſeals to his 
miniſtry, which were his comfort and en- 
couragement here, and will be his crown of 
rejoicing another day. The duties of his pub- 
lic ſtation did not prevent a proper attendance 
upon thoſe of a private nature: he was an 
” . affe 
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affectionate huſband, a tender parent, and a OE 
faithful friend. | 


Bur he is 8 This able, faithful, Zea- 


Jous, laborious, uſeful, and humble ſervant of 
| Jeſus is no more. The tender ties of nature 
are broken, the moſt endearing and important 
relations are diſſolved; and thoſe 1 very excel- 


lencies, which once filled the mind with; Joy 


delight and expectation, are become the oc- 


caſion of tears ſorrow and diſtreſs. Not the 
circumſtances of a numerous family, a large 


and increaſing community, diſtinguiſhing ta- 


lents for ufcfulneſs, growing ſucceſs, fervor 
and zeal in his maſter's ſervice, youth and 
vigor which promiſed the addition of many 
years, could prevent the ſtroke of death: 
No—the awful meſſenger received his com- 


miſſion, and hath executed his office. 


HERE pauſe a while, aud learn to adore 
the ſovereign Diſpoſer of life and death, in 


thoſe diſpenſations of providence in which 


you cannot trace him. When he removes 


one who had been filling up his days in ſin 


and iniquity, and by his influence and ex- 


ample had been injurious to all about him ; 
we are by no means affected with wonder or. 
ſurprize: or when he calls away an aged ſaint, 
worn out with the fatigues and toils of the 
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day and beving prepared him for glory, 
cuts him down as a ſhock of corn fully ripe, 
and gathers him into the heavenly garner ; 
every thing ſeems to operate in an eaſy and 


natural way. But when we ſee one who was 

furniſhed with talents for uſefulneſs, who was 
| poſſeſſed of zeal and fervor for the exerciſe 
of thoſe talents, whoſe labors were crowned 


with a proſperous ſucceſs, and whoſe life 
was rendered very important both in a civil 


and religious view; when we ſee ſuch a one 
cut down in the very prime of life, and in 
the midſt of uſefulneſs, have we not reaſon 
to adopt the words of Elihu, and ſay, Great 


things doth he which we cannot compre- 


hend? May we learn to be ſtill, and know 
that he is God! 


Every inſtance of mortality _ falls 


within our notice, may be juſtly regarded as 


an admonition to conſider our latter end: but 


methinks the inſtance before us, with the 
circumſtances attending it, is ſuch as gives pe- 


culiar force to our Saviour's exhortation, Be 


ye alſo ready, The ſame meſſenger that has 
cloſed the eyes of our dear brother will ſoon 
cloſe ours, and perhaps with as ſhort a warn- 


- ing. In what ſtate is our minds? Is it ſuch = 


as ſecures. us from any juſt cauſe of fear or 


* 33 dread | 


1 | 1 9 


Arend of death? Have we believed in Jeſus! 
Are we the ſubjects of that change of heart, 
which hath an intimate connection with ſeeing 


the kingdom of God ? What is the temper and 
frame of our minds? Are we actually ready? | 


Are our lamps burning, 'and we waiting for 


the bridegroom ? Are our affections diſengag- 


| ed from terreſtrial, and fixed upon heavenly 


objects? Are we. looking and longing for the 


appearance of the ſon of man? Such inqui- 


ries at all times demand our attention, but 
more eſpecially upon fo ſolemn an occafion 
as this. God grant it may be the concern of 
each of us, to be in ſuch a ſtate and temper 


of mind, as ſhall render death a pleaſing, 1 


and an expected meſſenger to us! 

WHILE we are thus led to conſider the 
awful change that muſt ſhortly paſs upon us, 
we cannot help reflecting likewiſe upon the 


_ dreadful evil of fin, as having not only brought 


pining fickneſs, tormenting pain, with nu- 


merous other calamities into our world, but 
even death itſelf, And at the ſame time, we 
have reaſon to adore the infinite wiſdom and 


grace of God, diſplayed in the proviſions of 
the goſpel, whereby death, which is an ene- 
my to nature, and which is the conſequence 
& wh becomes a real bleſſing to the chriſtian; 
. ſo 
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6 that he can not only take up the triams 
phant language of the apoſtle, and fay, Q 
death, where is thy ſing ? but likewiſe rejoice 
in the pleaſing aſſurances that death as well 
life is his, fince it puts a period to every 
ſource of diſtreſs,” yea even to fin its grand 
cauſe, and becomes the paſſage to everlaſting 
bliſs. A conſideration this, that may in ſome 
meaſure ſerve to alleviate our diſtreſs, when 
mourning the loſs of our deceaſed chriſtian 
friends; and which I would recommend to 
your attention, who are lamenting the re- 
moval of a beloved and juſtly eſteemed paſtor. 
' You may be ready to ſay, that for him to 
have continued in the fleſh was more need- 
ful fer you: but remember, To be with Cn 
is far better for him. 
Soy has indeed afflicted you in a er 
tender part: to be unaffected with fuch a 
providence would diſcover an in ſenſibility of 
mind, of which I am perſuaded you are not 
the lubjects. You are now called upon tb 
remember him, who had the rule over you, 
and who, with much faithfulneſs zeal and 
affection ſpake to you the word f the Lord: 
his faith may you follow, confidering the end 
of his-converſation ! Inquire into the advant- 
oye * * gained by his labors; endeavor 
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to recollect the important truths he has deli- 
vered among you; be concerned to imitate his 
_ amiable example; and be earneſt in your ad- 
| dreſſes at the throne of grace, for the ſanctified 


uſe of this afflictive viſitation. And as you are 
once more left, as ſheep without a ſhepherd ; 
may you be encouraged by paſt appearances 


of providence in your favor, to renew your 
applications to the great Shepherd and Bi- 


ſhop of ſouls, that he would direct you to 


one, who ſhall go in and out before you, and 6 


whom he will own and bleſs among you. 

PrRMIT me, my reverend fathers and 
brethren in the miniſtry, to tay, that this 
providence has an inſtructive voice to us. 


Are not we called upon to work while it is 
day, this truth preſſing itſelf upon our atten- 


tion, The night cometh, in which no man 
can work? While we ſee our friends, and 
thoſe too who ſuſtained a public character, | 


and who ſhone with peculiar luſtre therein, 
removed hence ; are not we laid under ad- 


ditional e to improve our time, em- 


ploy our talents, and exert our utmoſt dili- 
gence, in promoting the common n cauſe of a 


dear Redeemer ? 
As to you, the relatives of our - deceaſed 


friend, and eſpecially you my young friends, 
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who are now come to take your laſt farewell 
of the remains of an affectionate parent; 


what ſhall I fay? J feel for you, I ſympa- 


thize with you. Your loſs is great, very 
great; there are various circumſtances that 
render it exceeding affecting. You might 
have promiſed yourſelves much advantage 
from the advice, caution, example and in- 
fluence of ſuch a parent. The concern you 
feel is juſt and natural; yet you have this for 
your ſupport, that though the ſtream is cut 
off, the fountain ſtill remains. You are en- 
couraged to have recourſe to him, in whom 
the fatherleſs findeth mercy—mercy to guide, 
ſupport, guard, aſſiſt and ſupply with every 
needful good. May it be your concern, my 


young friends, to recolle& the advice, the 


caution, the inſtruction, which you have from 


time to time received from your tender pa- 
rent! May the fervor: and affection, which 


you have obſerved him to expreſs, when ad- 
dreſſing the throne of grace on your behalf, 


increaſe your concern for your own ſouls! | 
May his example be kept in your view, and 
you be the followers of him, who through 
faith and patience is inheriting the promiſes! 
And need I put you in mind, that by this 


affecting providence, you are laid under an 
PET | ad- 


{ 


„ 
* 
N hs 
1 - 
us, VT, 
"$a bm 


— I 


"x 
— 


— 


— — — 4. — 


ö 


3 


. a} 


| additional la of expreſſing a lively 
ſenſe of duty and affection to your ſurviving 
parent; that you may be a comfort and ſup- 


port to her in the midſt of all her diſtreſs ? 

Tur we may not leave this grave as 
thoſe without hope, let us turn our thoughts 
to that bleſſed morn, when the graves ſhall be 
opened—opened not to receive, but to return 
their dead ; when the bodies of the ſaints, 
ſown 1 in corruption, ſhall be raiſed in incor- 
ruption; ſown in diſhonor, ſhall be raiſed in 
glory ; ; ſown. in weakneſs, ſhall be raiſed in 
power; ſown natural bodies, ſhall be raiſed 
ſpiritual bodies; and be admitted into the 
enjoyment of their riſen and aſcended Lord, 
in the world of everlaſting glory. 


THE END. 
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